
 
 

 
In accordance with Board of Regents policy 3.20, the following required 
information is available below: 

Fall 2026 

I. Course title and number as designated in the institutional course 

catalog 
CRIM 2022 Criminal Justice Systems, 02 and 60 

II. A course description including learning objectives that students are 

expected to achieve by the end of the course 
A. Course Description: 

1. History, development, and day-to-day operation of the criminal justice system within our 
society. Emphasis is placed on interrelationships between specific stages in the crime-
control process, the three major components of the criminal justice system (police, 
courts, and corrections), and current issues/problems that the criminal justice system 
faces. 

B. Course Level Learning Objectives: 
1. illustrate how social norms help us define crime. 
2. define crime and explain how it is classified. 
3. describe the consequences of crime for the offender and the victim. 
4. outline the basic structure of the criminal justice system. 
5. describe key models of the workings of the criminal justice system. 
6. describe how criminal justice is influenced by public opinion, the media, politics, and 

policy. 
7. review the challenges to the criminal justice system today. 

III. A general outline of the topics to be covered throughout the course: 
This course examines the history, evolution, and daily functions of the criminal justice 
system in American society. Special emphasis is placed on the relationships among the 
various stages of the crime-control process, specifically law enforcement, courts, and 
corrections, and the contemporary issues and challenges facing the system today. 

IV. List of required textbooks, readings, and other materials necessary 
for the course 

1. Zaru, D. (2024, January 15). The National Issue of Criminalizing Our Mentally Ill. 
https://abcnews.com/US/national-issue-criminalizing-mentally-ill/story?id=106324105 

2. Tucker, E. (2024, May 5). Police Tactics at Campus Protests Reveal Disparities in 
Approaches to Public Order and Lessons Learned Post-George Floyd. 
https://www.cnn.com/2024/05/05/us/police-tactics-campus-protests-george-floyd 

https://www.iowaregents.edu/plans-and-policies/board-policy-manual/320-notification-of-students-on-class-content
https://abcnews.com/US/national-issue-criminalizing-mentally-ill/story?id=106324105
https://www.cnn.com/2024/05/05/us/police-tactics-campus-protests-george-floyd


 
3. Karlik, M. (2024, May 6). Colorado Justices Find Double Jeopardy Violation in Woman's 

Conviction in 'Outlier' Case. https://www.coloradopolitics.com/2024/05/06/colorado-
justices-find-double-jeopardy-violation-in-womans-conviction-in-outlier-case/  

4. Murphy, E. (2026, May 15). Iowa sees another drop in share of prisoners who reoffend. 
https://www.thegazette.com/news/state/iowa-sees-another-drop-in-share-of-prisoners-
who-re-offend/article_81624908-2665-5cc6-bb38-a8e24d6d993e.html  

 

V. General description of the types of assessments used in the course 

(e.g., exams, papers, projects, experiential learning): 
 
Quizzes, discussions, and journal entries. 

https://www.coloradopolitics.com/2024/05/06/colorado-justices-find-double-jeopardy-violation-in-womans-conviction-in-outlier-case/
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/2024/05/06/colorado-justices-find-double-jeopardy-violation-in-womans-conviction-in-outlier-case/
https://www.thegazette.com/news/state/iowa-sees-another-drop-in-share-of-prisoners-who-re-offend/article_81624908-2665-5cc6-bb38-a8e24d6d993e.html
https://www.thegazette.com/news/state/iowa-sees-another-drop-in-share-of-prisoners-who-re-offend/article_81624908-2665-5cc6-bb38-a8e24d6d993e.html

